July 6th, 2008
Hi
I notice from last year’s letter that Sian graduated a year ago. 
Not much to write about. Tuesday, July 1st, was a public holiday for the handover anniversary. The annual democracy rally at Victoria Park followed by the march to the Central Government offices was held. The organisers claimed 42000 marchers while the Police put the figure at 13000 (the real figure is probably somewhere in the middle)! 
About 20 legislators have gone to Sichuan to inspect the aftermath of the earthquake and to see where HK can help. This includes pro-democracy legislators who in the past have not been allowed into China (except ‘Long Hair’ who was told at the last minute – at the airport – that he would be barred from entry). The government plans to donate $10 billion (!! yes, billion) to assist in reconstruction. However, many legislators, and the public in general, think that sum is too much particularly as there are pressing demands related to poverty in HK that have not been addressed. They are also concerned that if a ‘blank cheque’ is given, then much of the money will be misappropriated by corrupt official in China, which happens a lot. Therefore, they are suggesting that a smaller grant be spread out over 5 years and that there is a system in place to account for every cent donated. The $10 billion will make HK officials look good in Beijing and although it is unsaid, is another example of ‘shoe shining’ (at the taxpayer’s expense of course). 
Selling of live chickens has resumed in wet markets after a three-week ban following the discovery of the H5N1 virus. However, vendors are selling fewer chickens, as they have to kill any that are unsold at the end of the day. Also, chicken farms in HK are to be closed down and the farmers compensated. To control the spread of the virus, the government plans to build a central slaughterhouse instead of chickens being killed at the markets. 

Only did 4 km of swimming this past week (3 swims). On Friday I varied my exercise in the gym a bit by including 10 minutes rowing along with the 12 minutes of skipping, 10 minutes of running and a slightly reduced weights session. Rowing is a good exercise. May use this again. 
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Yesterday, in the first Tri-nations match, the ABs beat SA 19-8 in a cold, wet Wellington. I watched it on TV. As seems to happen regularly, Daniel Carter was again ‘Man of the Match’ scoring 14 of the points and controlling much of the ABs’ play. Next week the two teams meet again in Dunedin though I am not sure why – perhaps the number of Tri-nations matches has been increased. Normally each team plays another once in each home country. 

Gavin, got your e-mail about North Korea. Yes, I don’t think the country has reformed one bit and that they are still playing games with the US as they always have. Many, particularly in Japan, believe that the US acted hastily, if not recklessly, in taking North Korea off its terror watch list. I think so too! 
I still have problems with my computer. One or two have been solved, or partly solved. However, I still have no sound! Also, all ‘Quick Launch’ icons involving sound no longer show. That includes Skype. So, unless I remember to deliberately open Skype and then close it again, which causes the icon to appear, I don’t think you can call me using Skype. 

Just heard on the radio news that the Chinese Vice President has just arrived in HK for his first visit here. He will also visit the venues for the Olympic equestrian events – Shatin (Sport’s institute + Jockey Club) and Fanling (Beas River). 

   That’s it for now. 
Cheers
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